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Optimum Priim 1 looked i»itt Irnm the AlltaboE 
base, h was quiet and peaceful >m Ncbulos. Kup 
came up. 

1 unny. ' he said 2 thought I cl br ijtad things 
'“rrc pMtrhil Put If F«k strange We haven't 
seen ,i neceptkon »n week? Do vint think they've 
left Nebulos 7 " 

'No, said Optimum Prime. They an.’ tying low 
lor same reason I'm sure The sooner we find nut 
whit they iirr up to die belter. Organise .i system 
of tcjrt|!-r&nf;e pntrtth. 

"Right away," ^id Kup 










































Wiihin the hour, groups of Auto hots iset oh to 
scour The planet for si^m of the DecepikciTis. 

J.ejve nothing [o chance," ordered Opdimjs 
Prime. "Examine every pfact the DeLepricom- 
have ever used as a btoe or observation post 





















Day alter day the Autobus start: bed They 
searched hidden mountain valltys, They patrolled 
I. hd” lonely sea shores. T hey struggled through 
blinding sandstorms in the burning Nebuhui 
iJrscrm An^l they battled again lit tierce bl in sards 
a[ the Pule, 

Then one by one, the patrnU returned tn bsst 
to report to UptirnUS Prime 














As each patml made irs report. Optimos Prime 
placed j marker om a map oi Ncbulov Hath 
marker showed th.n rrn Dccrcpticuns had been 
found- Soon, the markers covered alrru >sr a El of 
the map. 

'No sitm of Deceptions In the desert." said 
Highbrow 







































'Nist a trace at the Pole;, reported Bralmu irm. 

'Nothing but saml and rooks along the ^ea 
• bore," ■said Qulckswitdi. 

t )pjinui* Prime tanked again at the map. rhere 
wa« one -nea which none of the patrol had 
visited. 

No one looked there," he said, "Why?" 


















Tliat % the Nefiulos Itian^le," said Kup 
' Nobody tfoc% there any im.n- Thme '.vim once 
did were never Seen a«ain. At least that's what the 
Nebulam sav 

'It's a place cW mystery,' said QiHckswrttch. 
'Navipamn is almobt impossibir Radar and 

































Lnnpa^c'* wrunn. Tifftn him. ^terns won't 
l irk - Or sti J'yc been I old.' 

'Well, now well lHit! lhhc for otlrSelvcs. said 
Uptimtis Prime "If thr l!Jcccptic:ons ore on 
[hr planer ihoc's where they ore hiding out., in 
chi Nelmlm Triangle t" 



































































Quickswitch Scoop and Quick mix formed 
another patrol .irid prepared in set out. Their 
orders were simple. 

Filter the Ntbufo* Trlarifik said die Aufobot 
leader, 'Take every precaution, I lud nvi all you 
can about this sinister place And most 
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Tnp<ifiarl watc h for any '-ijjns th.ir rhr 
' kccplicni’i'* itc kmlnu the I .is .1 sei rel 

! ‘i^e f .Mini luck 

l-wj bv Qukkswltth In Ilk htm-rcrall mudc, 
S li nip .11 ini Quicktnk r jiI led i ini hi the Auto but 
base and headed for the Nc-hnh r, Fritt’I■: 


















TFh f AtllrtfetJEv knew thill llii'v Were near th- 

Nebulii-i 3 rkinglir when <Juktmix cried, Hey, 
what's happening? My electrlcv have gone mad! 
LookC Hii he-idbphtv were Fladiinji on and oft by 
Ehcmselvch. 


"My power «iL-erinj.! h acting queer! Look otit!‘ 
yelled Sloop as Jit: swerved Ilf one side, ju*,l 
miv*-i tih Quicfcmtji He braked and rians^Piimed to 
robot mode fhe others did likewise [Trey 
etiniFmjed *>n f*wjt. 













They found it hard xa keep their balance, 
Scanners gave strange readings. Then Stoop 
"Tumbled A 1 - his feet clattered on the ground, rt 
n.ave out n loud ranging sound 

Its mrW!" he tried, 

A stream flowed some distance aw,iy. 

Mercuryf said Qukkmfx The mercury stream 
do wed mti p a swamp of metallic sludge Beyond 
die swamp was a lake of pure mercury 































Sojup took a Hep mwards the lake. lit*, feet 
in the suit sludge, ' There''- nn way atrusv 
Well have to yu round. he said, 

SI mea you guys on the other side," said 
Quicks witch. And ht transformed tit hi> 
h overt rail mode again, 


























T he others wan hed as lie roared across ihe 
quivering surface of the swamp and nut across the 
mercury lake. 



I hen They stumbled their wny across the 
sirjnj^e meNil landscape until at fasl they were 
w .liking on ordinary rock. Sensors and electrical 
■vstenis. were working normally again when the 
two Autobors transformed Into their concrete 
mixer and excavator modes At trip speed they 
made a wide detour to meet Quicks witch on the 
iqr side or die mercury swamp and Into 

















On I on the take, Qiilckswlcch wjs NriJinjj ihc 
KOinU dl Ml cull Tflr he aw iTtcidl liquid dr^cd hi 
the ■-k.irt of the hovercraft, nnd he tliJn t appear to 
he getting v '.loser Its the farther shore. He 
switched to boosted power, f ur □ moment It 
looked j*. though he wj* saining disMno Rot .1 
pfariLr nt the shore showed that lie was hein^ 














L.irt-lcJ A pa^rful current w.«^ 

vlr,ii[i i ir^ him mwardv the centre »f the- lake 

CjUii£ik*iwltch wimp round to tact baek ihe way 
be had come. But ir was no rock! Slowly but 
Hn'ely he wrs*i carried by the swirling 

ioen ury towards a dark patch in the mido of the 
'.htinuR surface. 
















Dtspefatdy, Qukk^iictt tflcd to FraiiflWm io 
hK jet fighter plant Mimic l$ui h!■- ir.imh>mirt 
module relumed to n peril ic 


Ndw he con let *.ec what flit dark patch was. In 
the centre ol the lake, the mercury raced round 
in .1 ftrcxiL whirlpool, and he was bdflg drawn 
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(tm'ttrth it (.lhit-r ,mcl Cisli-r J hi: mcrturv poured 
Jnwn Inti.i the d^rl< centre the whirlpool, 
i )m, k ^ w it l 11 lun.hcd inf! L! i c cJ^c ,mJ down ilie 
vvhirHit^ slope He mnde one last errnrr fn 
■i .ii'.r^rni but then he wiis. stic lttd spinning Into 
du- depths of the lake. 
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The s^lilrItnj^ mercury poured through a narrow 
'■hah in the lake bee!, taking Quit: Switch with it. 
Suddenly he was dear of iht- Hhaft and tumbling 
rod over end in a torrent of falling mercury 
through the high roof til an underground cavern. 

With a great effort, he managed to transform.., 
tbis. time to his punin mock'. 








Here's hoping th.it it's true rlui cats always 
land on thePr Iccfl he thought .is hr twisted 
round Jn mid then wuh a crash he bit the 
lour of i hr cavern, Fmin high m the rex'by, 
dinned mol the mercury tell in a shining cascade, 
li splashed in a pool at his (ret and ran across the 
floor or the cavern in a broad stream before 
pJi-Mippe.irlrtjj Into a low opening in the mck wall. 












'U\ lucky that cats t an set- rn the dark, said 
Quick*witch to himself ns hr prowled around the 
...avcrri looking for n way out. But there wa* not a 
track through which he could squeeze, and the 
opening through which the mercury I towed was 
much too small 

Noihintu I or it.' he said again to himself "I'll 
just have in make my own e-xir 1 








He. transformed to fill- Jrtll rank mode chest a 
I Ike I v spot and started drilling 

Suddenly he Idt hi-s drrll break through the 
t'" k He pulled batk and light shone from die 
bore hole. He moved forward at full power. The 
ri'C oi the rock i rumbled helrire ihr whirling 
drill and Qiltekswllch found htmself in a 
brightly hi tunnel I 












UrFghtly lit tunneb don't jusi happen/’ thought 
Qukk switch, I wonder wbej this belongs to? 1 ' 

Transforming to robot mode ho crept a tang the 
tunnel, keeping- to die lew pad hev id Juulnw. 

Soon hi: picked up the hum of machinery Then 
there were- voices unpleasantly familiar voices. 













CjuJcKwJteh crept round one ta'.t bend The 
:iii'it’1 opened Intu omulirr vaa underground 
.ivern. And every where be looked there were 
! Vt.eptitnm,! 

\ ■Micrer underground 1 1 a sir ! lie lietf The 
wrintir ! report biiek the better/’ 


















Quk. its witch backed core fully away, but nut 
ca rcfullv enough. He bumped apainst a lent sc 
section uf the rus-k wall of the tunnel. A lar^e 
stone fell to the Fluor ami rolled down the slope 
towards the cavern. It struck a stack of luef 
cunta inert at the cavern entrance, brinnirip them 
down with a crash! 








Mem moment 3 siren sounded: and from s 
I•mkKpivknr blared a warning: 

AI ARM I ALARM! INTRUDE*! INTRUDER I 

Quick switch lied 

A long blast from his photon blasters smashed 
the lijjhtiniK system in front of him- Transforming 
once mure to puma mode, he raced into the 
darkness while the- DcctpiIcons stumbled In 
pursuit. 












Daylight showed in the distance Quick twitch 
bounded up thtr tat few metre n o! the tunnel and 
into the tipen nitr. hh* found himself in a desert of 
rock and stone, mind and yraveL 

The sound ot the pursuing Deceptions grew 

louder. Rue - there was another sound Ein^incst 
S- dop and Quickmix came rolling up In a cloud 
of dust. They saw Qulcfeswitch, 



















"You ^ot acroW they called. 

"Yes. and E ve found the t)ccep(icons. Or 
rather they've found mef" 

Stoop drove to the- mouth of the- tunnel. 

Keep (hem biivy ' he satd I've gut an idea,' 













Quicltwiith mid CJ-siJclcjniix transformed (o 
robms and took np position at the tunnel mouth. 
As the Decepticons came in vfcw, theV were met 
by a steady fire From the Autohot weapons. 

Meanwhile Scoop was hat’d at work- I le du,g 
and shovelled ns East ns he could. Soon he bad 














u,idc an cnciTinfJiJf, pile oi rortis and stones. He 
bu [Id nred it dose tn I he tunnel 

'Stand clearJ he shouted. 

t he other two fifed n Iasi salvo of shots then 
lumped eo one side Stoop sent the [hie of rocks 
.ind atones Into the: mouth of the tunnel 















The frd-cptlton* lied ■i'y they saw the avalanche 
o\ rack rolling towards them. fhrr ail or a 
moment. they started scrambling over th-r/ pile: 
that lay across the tunnel 

However, Scoop wasn't Finished yet. He pushed 
another load Into the tunnel, (his time jjnln^ 
forward to pile it on top n< the first heap. Again 







arid a*iuin he relumed Id die surface And each 
lime he scooped up another load ami pushed ii 
down the tunnel. 

Soon the tunnel was blocked from top to 
hutrom Faintly,, the tnprv shouts of the 
Dtrcepdcon^ could he heard on die far side 



















"Wi-IJ domrf" "Tied Qurckswhch, as Scoop 
oonlitutird to shovel more and more rocks and 
boulders into the tunnel I he i rLcs of the 
Detreplkons could no longer he heard The 
runnel wa*. filled op m within three or four metres 
nf rbc surface. 

"Thar should keep them busy, he panted .vs he 
hacked out of rh«- tunnel for ihe I;lm. rime. 









Hard work never hiBrc anyone, I've heard ' said 
tJ'Liickmix, "I think that 3 can Improve ever So 
slightly on your plan, Scoop, and >iivt* our friends 
down below something 10 occupy them for a long 

Jr 

El Alt. 

He transformed to his concrete mixer mode. 
Now,” he said "make me a nice heap of Ffhe 
Mrid. Then find as much as you can of (hat 
metallic gravel - lt\ a mineral called Nebullir, and 
even the Deceptions will find U hard to break 
through concrete made wish NebuHtcT' 













Quidtvwitch walked into the tun net mouth, 

1 lie Deceptions .ire not wasting any time/ he 
Hard. "I can hr nr them, A few hours will see them 
through the barrier, 

Scoop Mi d Qulckmbi said nothing, They were 
h>i.» husy Scoop shovelled some m-taHk gravel 
Itldr QuickmixS drum. 

















"Another shovel load should do it,’’ said 
Quickmfx "Now, the sand 

I here was a swls-h ,ind a gurgle as Qukkmiw 
pumped cement Usui water from his storage tank 1 - 
Ini«i the drum The drum hejjAn to revolve, 

'Hurry J" coed Quickswttcb. 

'You. can t nidi an operation like this,' said 
Qtiicklflls "I'm mining .1 spatial rapid- set 
* oncrete " 



































Fvcn as the rock barrier wns beginning to shake 
wuh the effort* of the Dtrccpci cutis on the far 
side Quickruht Netted as far into the tunnel 
mouth as he could. Slowly f the concrete rntacr 
drum tilted up. Then, with ,a slurp, the Ireshly 
mixed Concrete poured out and down the tunnel 
Like a slow, prey river 1c flowed towards the 
barrier, Slowly, the tunnel filled Soon the 
concrete was hallway up the pile id rocks. It rati 















into the ‘'p-n.t”' l( bewail tu (ill up the ^ap'i Hie 
rock barrier disappeared rmm sight, hue 
Quick mix went on pouring until a level of 
wer concrete si retched 1mm the entrance la merr 
rbe roof a short way Inside, 

Qllh h i 1 niched the concrete with P>iv 

Ilhii It wa^ already almost hard 

There [h?i should hold ihem lot quite some 
time," he c.tI d 









''BrllljamJ” l f] ed and Quackswkeh 

tt^eihcf- 

ntr last thing," ^aid Qtticknita, J, would you 
guy« couple up the hose and wash my drum out 
before I transform? Hard concrete is most 
unpleasant." 



-jLj. 
















Phai\ what the DeteptEeons Jtc probably 
lhinkin^ rijJiht now ' ’.aid Quk kswkrh. as lie 
hosed out Quiz km ta s drum, 

Then he iranstorim'd to his jet mode and set of! 
with his comrade* to report to Opt trims Prime 







